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Abstract: This study conducts a policy Strategic Environmental Assessment( SEA) of the rare earth industry policy being formulated and
explores an assessment mode based on institutional attribution. After analysis and investigation, it is found that the rare earth industry
currently has following prominent ecological and environmental problems : destruction of mining vegetation and soil erosion, water pollution
in under in-situ leaching and smelting, risk of radioactive pollution of smelting waste. The institutional reasons are mainly that the mine
ecological protection and land reclamation system is not comprehensive, the pollution control and cleaner production standards are lagging,
and the disposal and utilization of smelting waste is not systematic. For the policy optimization, the industry and environmental access
control should be enhanced; planning for the national rare earth mining area should be prepared. In addition, the following supporting
systems should be paid attention : to establish a normalized environmental inspection system, to improve the ecological environmental
protection standard system, to establish an environmental protection "leader" system for rare earth enterprises.
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Fig. 1 The technical route of rare earth industry policy SEA
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